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; TRADE-OFFS BETWEEN FEMALE FOOD
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| ACQUISITION AND CHILD CARE AMONG
HIWI AND ACHE FORAGERS
f
f A. Magdalena Hurtado and Kim Hill Hillard Kaplan
, University of Michigan and Instituto University of New Mexico
| Venezolano de Investigaciones Cientificas
uals: $60.00 : Ines Hurtado
I;Page display . Instituto Venezolano de Investigaciones Cientificas
ition.

Even though female food acquisition is an area of considerable interest in
hunter-gatherer research, the ecological determinants of women'’s eco-
nomic decisions in these populations are still poorly understood. The
literature on female foraging behavior indicates that there is considerable
3) 277-6019 variation within and across foraging societies in the amount of time that
women spend foraging and in the amount and types of food that they

d the content of the acquire. It is possible that this heterogeneity refiects variation in the
trade-offs between time spent in food acquisition and child care activities
that women face in different groups of hunter-gatherers. In this paper we
discuss the fitness trade-offs between food acquisition and child care that
reserved. No part of Hiwi and Ache women foragers might face. Multiple regression analyses
ny means, electronic show that in both populations the daily food acquisition of a woman's
and retrieval system, spouse is negatively related to female foraging effort. In addition, nurs-

ing mothers spend less time foraging and acquire less food than do
icle in this journal nonnursing women. As the number of dependents that a woman has

» may be made be- increases, however, women also increase foraging time and the amount

-aw, provided that of food they acquire. Some interesting exceptions to these general trends

nal or internal use

1 fee through the Received August 20, 1991; accepted January 27, 1992.
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> lem, Address all correspondence to A. Magdalena Hurtado and Kim Hill, Department of Anthropology,

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor MI 48109.
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